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E W'D: 


Love one another. 


Being an endeavor after the Ynity 
of the Spirit in the bond cf Peace, 
by ſeverall Uniting Frinciples. 
. P | 
Among which there are 9 Rsles for 


a right underſtanding of Scripture, very 
uſefull for theſe divided Times. 


By RAireH VaNNING, 


l.133.1. Behold, how good and how 
leaſant it is for brethren to awell to- 
ether in Unity. 


22448 


Printed for Joby Avthwell,atthe Sun and Foun- 
rain in PAULS Churehyard. 1650, 
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AEGEGEULEE 


To all who profeſle Jove 
ro the Lord Jeſw,and yer 


love nor one another, ac- 


cording to his example 
and command. 


Beloved, 


FO. LOW I could fay : Tits. 


of you as Paul 
did ſay of the 
Theſſalonians, 1 
Theſſ. 4. 9. as touching brs- 
therly love ye need not that 
I write unto you, ſecing yee 
' your ſelrves are taught of God 
to love one another, Buta- 
las there's need, yea never 
more need, that I ſhould 
A 2 write 


x Cor.z 3: 


write unto you of brother. 
ly love, for, whereas there: 


is among you envying aad| 


ſtrife, and diviſions, are ye 
not carnall and walk as men ?!' 
astaught of men , and not | 
of God. 

At quu ego tantis, tantilu 
ez0? Whatamltoluch ani 
underſtanding as this? ma- 
ny (the unworthieſt of wbom 
1 am unworthy to follow ) 
have gone before me, cal-| 


ling you to your calling; ; 


love one another. But doe 
they not all ſay , who hath 
believed our report* to whom 
#5 the Arme of the Lord revea- 
led * Doe they not all lay ; 
We harve laboured in roaine? 

We 


We have cryed indeed in 
*| the chiefeſt places of con- 
| conrſe., yea in the concourſe ' 
| of the chiefeſt,, even in the . 
'| (ity* we haveutteredour * andin 
| words, and our lips dropt GE 
| ſweetnes; our voyce was, * ©? 
love, love; live in love. 
'| But no man regarded; all 
' our counſells were ſet at pr 
', nought 22 
| Alas belovedlwhat hopes 
| i; there left for me to pre- 
| vale ? if Paul's, if Apollo s, 
| if Chriſts words have nor 
taken with you, can mine 
'| expect to fiade acceprance ? 
| and yet me thinks I hope 
| beyond hope, becauſe I 
| know that God hath all 
| A; hearts 


hearts in his owne hand , 
and can turne them when 
and by whom he pleaſcth ; 
therefore though many out 
of their abundance have caſt 
inmuch , I hope my ”m 
will not be rejected. 

mult confeſle I have for a 
great while forborne, leſt 
1 ſhould bz areproach "ani 
deriſion daily,bur I am now 


overcome, and that by im-| 


portunity,not ſo much from 
without (which yet was 
much) as from within 
(which was more) fot 
theſe words were witnin 
mine heart like a burning 
fire ſhut up, and 1 wm 
weary with forbearing, [ 


could]. 


| an 


at! 
fe 


| could not containe. For 


n 


t 
{ 
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while I held ty peace 


from this good my hearr 


was hot within me, and 
while I'was muſing thefre 


burnt,ſothat I couldnot but « Tic not 
[ Kficſt ſpeak with mytoung. haves 


and now with my Pen. 


I faid, yea ta my ſelfe and ot Lindon. 


@hers 1 often (ſaid, I was 
few of dayes, andtherfore 


.| I was afraid and durſt not 


ſhew forch mine opinion; 
[ ſaid dayzs ſhould ſpeake 


and multitude cf years 


| ſhould teach wildome : 


but the ſpirit within mee 


| conſtrained mc, | and I 


ſpake and muſ? ſpeak chat Þ. 
may be refreſhed. My bel- 
Ag b! 


ly ! (ſhould T hold my peace 


at ſuch atime asthis ) if thit 
Wine ſhould not have vent, 
would be ready to butſt 
= new Bottles. 

ut let me not (1 pray 
Jon ) accept [nor accept] any 
mans perſon,neither let me 


give flattering titles nor up-| 


braiding language unto any 


man ; ſhould I doe ſo, 


my Maker would ſoos 


take me away. T1 know|. 


God would lay it to my charge. 
Cenſures perhaps 1 may 
undergoe, and 1 indedex- 
pect it , but not frem 
you : let the World ſcoffe, 
1 care not, having learnt 
to palle through their good 
report 


| re 


no 


| report and bad. T am not ig- 
/norant in what 4 narrow 

| way 1 walk , how it con- 
cerns me to be cautious both 
what I ſpeak and how : 

y] for who would undertake to 

j| moderate the extreme immo- 
| deration of our days?and yet 

.| for my own part, 1am not 

| ſolicitous ( good meaning 
aud innocency are careles, and 

| ſeldome forethink what to (: 4). 
|.; my conſcicnce,yea God him- 
ſclke beares me witneſle , 
that 1 would not write a 
Sylable which ſhould give 
offence. Teach me thy way O Pfl-27.r1- 
Lord, and lead mc in a plaine 
path , becauſe of thoſe which 


o-ferve me. 


Ae 


— 


1 


| T would willingly ble fa 
outany expreſſion which ins 
might be ;ableto ſulpition;| w! 
for truely (as Caſar ſaid con-| a | 
cerning his Wife) it1s not] th 
enough not ?o be in fault] me 
butthings relatingto love, | at 
(as Ceſars Wife) ſhould not br 
be [uſpcfedrobein fau t; | te 
IT hove therefore if aay P! 
thing do (ſezing it is againſt | fi 
puſWill if any thing doc) elcape | þe 
me, which may ſcem to | jr 
deviate fromthe {cope, viz. | 7 
love;that yourlove(for love | b, 
of that which 1 write for and | u 
from, v1z lo-ve) will cover} v 
it with a charitable con-| e 
ſtruQion. y 
I have forborn to in-| t 


ſtance | 
| 


/ 


q 
| ance in any thing touch- 
ing any part er partzes, 


-| which might but occaſion 
| a prejudice againſt any of 


the principles, For as Solo- 
mon laith , he that covereth 


atranſgreſſion ſeeketh love, 
but he thar repeateth a mat- 


| ter ſeperatcth very friends , 
' Proverbs 17.9. And wee 
| finde it confirmed by ex- 
| perience,that luch proceed- 


ings, they doe but (as Paul 


| ſaid of prophane and cvaine 


| 


| 


| 


bablings ) increaſe to more 
ungodlineſſe, and their 


words (2Tim.,16.17) will 
| eat as doth a Gangrene, of 


whom is &c. 1 would 


therefore, and 1 wiſh all 
would 


* Not Jook- 
ing ſomuch 
how they 
Caine IN, as 
how we 


may get 
Cw. our, 


as one ſaid 
of originall 


ſinne. 


*The more 


excellent 
” ways 


ſer _ 


would , forget that which 
1s behind, that which is 

alt viz. yy miſcarriges ari. 
{ing from ftrife and envy; 
and preſle to that whichis 
before,and yet to come, viz, 
love among Brethren. [ 
have not in the leaſt made Tre 


it my ſtudy or indeawvor to| 


dreſle the matter in any ha- 


bit, but platne 3 and 1] will 


give you my reaſon, viz. 
1] would not have words 
ſtay the readers from at- 
trending the things. That e- 
loquence cffers injury to 
things, Which draws us to 00- 
ceing words are 


onely lor the matters lake, 
and ſhould be no other 
then 
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| 


| 


| 


then would promote it. 

Oftavins Auguſtus had a 
ſpeciall care to expreſle his 
mind and meaning moſt 


plainly, and reprehended 


| Marcus Antonins for writ- 


ing ſach things that men 


| did| rather wonder than 


underſtand. 

Zeno was wont-to- {4 
that he had two forts of 
diſciples, the one he called 
5, Who reſpected no- 
thing more than language ; 
theſe he liked not fo well- 
the other he called 52», 
curious | to ' learne "ſuch 
words as were fit to'ex- 


preſſe things by, and theſ& _ 


| were his darlings. 


Me 


> aw 
I 


Methinkes the Apoſtles 
diſcourſe iniCor. 14.ſhould 
filence all tinckling  Cyme 
balls ; fuch as affe& ſuch 
words and phraſes as ra- 
ther tickle the itching eares 
of men, than affe& their] 
afſe&ons or leave any im-l 
preſſion on the hearts and, 
conſcience. 

For my owne part I ac-| 
knowledge it my princi- 
ple (and 1 would be loth my 
praftiſe ſhould girve it the lye) 
to ſpeake to the /owe$?, and 
then 1am ſure the higheſt 
underſtand me; whereas 
ſhould IT (if at lea(t I were 
able)" ſpeake to the high- 
eſt I ſhould be to theloww- 

=” elt | 


| 


no 


eſt as a Barbarias. In ſhort, 
I rather choſeto ſpeake 
ſfrortly though but five 
words, which may be to 
]edifying ; than to ule ten 
; thouſand,ywvhich when men 
.| Heare,or Read,they know 
| not. 
1, Thad thought to have 
colefed the leverall heads, 
.| and have ſet them before 
.| youby themſelves; but the 
,| whole booke being bus lit- 
\| He, will ſoone be runand 
|| read over, and therefore 
| 


I ſhall ſpare yourhe /aboar 
| of Reading, my ſelfe of WWri- 
| thig, and the Printer of 
Printing. 
Thus my beloved friends, 
| having 
. 


having given you a fore, | 
fight of what I have done, : 
why and bow; and hoping 
that theſe things which ar \ 
caſt in by the way are not caſil 

«ay. 1ſhal ſay no more,b» 
praythat it may come unto 
you with a fulneſſe of ble 
fine, and be inſtrumental} 
to unite your hearts in love, 
which will /atisfie the de| 
fire and fwlfil the joy df 
him, who can joyinnothing 

but in being the Servant 


of Chriſt. 


hb Ralph Venting. | ic 
| ; ' FRRATA 
n the Epiſt.p.2.1.10. for underſtanding,r,undestaking, p.6.15 
Ecepr, r.excepr. p.8.1.11.r.againf my. p.11.1,8, r.wonder ar. la} 

Þook, p.1. inthe warp. e r.v., p.3.1.6. r,prayes for for. ph 
Principle,l.r.atter together, adde,lct us agree to meet together, in 
mc marg, add Mcerings are meet things,p.44.1.24,wartzrowauy 
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Love one another. 
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7 ParRrrT |, 


of W_——— Ods one and only deſign 
| (= is, by the words of his 


'# (['e EJS s 
WE Ns mouth,and the works of 
{4 Reg Mee "a4 his hands,to bring forth 
| n_ 


GS pj times and diſpe.ifaris 
>4 JJ ons;and that is oneze{/e, 
When he creatcd man, 
he made him the likenefle and image of 
himſelie,onc; yea, though he created Male 


| | fleſh. 
When this Image was defaced, and man 
4 continued not in his uprightneffe, her & in 
Tal 11s ſimplicicy and onemeſſe ; that which God 
aymed at in the ieſtauracion- of man, wag 
bf B the 


his owne * Image in all .. 


! 
n- 1,3 


phy *? 
7. 


| | and Female, yer were they not two, but oe Geh, 2:2 


z ThenewC Cnand renewed: | 


*the reparation of his image oneneſſe : liar 
God and man might be one againe. Yea 
thac in Chriſt all things in Heaven and 
Earth, which were fallen oxt with and fal: 
len away from man , upon his falling away 
from God, might be gathercd rogether in- 
19 03C, 


Ph 1-109» 


Yes, all the diſpenſations and diſpenſa } 


tors which God hath left in the World are 

., to diſapptare and be no more, when once 

61 Ti i= the Saints come in, or (more empbaticalh) 
damn ÞÞ into the unity of the faith ; 

Ph4-13- _ Thatis (as L with ſubmiffion conceive) 

when the tewes and Gemiles, the tulneſlc 

of them ſhall becalled in ( andcome to 


Emzwenc, the knowjedge ) or rather the achnowledy- } 
ſo read, mcut of che Sonne of God, unto a pertca. 


1 Cor-16.1$, * 
* He without 2," 07 the man at age, and the meaſure of 


vs is noe The ſtature ofthe fulneſſe of Chriſt ; Chriſt 
made perfe@- I meane myſticall is not yer a perfeft man 
at age, is not yer in fulnefſe ; nor can be; 

cill all his Members both Iewes and Gextile 

are broug ht torth. Now when theſc fthall 

be brought into the unity of faith , which 

1s the achnowledgement of the Sonne of God, 

Ec, then is Gods defigne of oneneſſe 

compliſhr- j 

ow to the effeRing hereof , God bath 

romiſed to beſtow on his people ov 

Ezck 11,19, heart, Exch. 11. 19. which is not onelyin 
relation to their being new borne, and 

being oxe with God ; bur as the Tewes went 

with ove cart to, yuſalcas, thatthey might 

bu 1d the Temple » fo in relation &o thi 

deligne of the U "ity of Faith , God wil 

knix cogether the tarts of his people, that 

whe) 


——  . wo ia iz  0© 1 =” 
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Or, love one another, 


they ſhall fly rogecher like Doves ro the Ifay 6e.8, 


Windawes: yea, and «re they are aware (1 


belicve) they will find their ſouls made like TIP big. 


the Chariors of Amminadibgor a willing peo- 


ple;In a word, the top and conſummarion of 
allthe bappineſſe , which Chriſt prayes for jor 


hisgis [ 10.17.21. Jthat they all may be one, 


' as thou father arrin we and I inthee, thac 


they alſv may be one in us, Indeed, the glu- 
ty of all our bercafier-glory will be, an 
oneiefie of communion with the Father, Son, 
Spirit, and one another in God, who is 
one in all and all in one, | 

Bur ſeeing thar as yet there ſeemes to be 
a breach not onely herweene the Tewes and 
Gentiles, bur berweene them who have at- 
tained to the knowledge and achnowledge- 


_ ment ot the Sonne of God,lI ſhall endcavour 


to bring the Saints to keep the wnity of the Eph. 4- &c; 


ſpiricin the bond of peace; tor there is bur 

oze body , one ſpitit, owe hope, one Lord, oze 

fach, one Baprilme, one God and Father of 

all, who is above all, and through all, and in 
.you all, 

Now that wee m3y walke together in one 
way , iris 1equilite tbat we be of ne heart , 
and that which conducerth moſt thereunto, 
is, that we be of ne minde : for the more 
unity there is in judgement , the more ther's 
like to be in aſfedFion (becauſe likeneſſe pro- 
ducerh /ihing) and the more oneneſſe there is 
ir affeRion, the more there will be in pras 
Riſe and converſation; the more anion there 
is, the more communion there will be, and 
the better; the letle union there 15109 judge- 
ment and affeRion, the lefle and worſe will 
Our Communion be. Aud 


Ma 


anne? bo 
y: * [F; p 
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4 ” ThenewCommandrexewea: 
And ſeeing wee can hardly live together, 
a of" we love together, or as the Prophet 
f ſaith, (Aw0s 3,3.) Sceing we cannot walk to. 
getbey unleſſe we be agreed, I ſhall (as God 
;nables me) lay downe ſome principles which 
if read, (4s written,) without prejudice and 
parciality, will not a/utle provoke and cons 

duce to union and agreement, 


I Principle, 


x Principle. | That we may meetto agree together ; 


A109 36 Lagand that's zxcete : for ſaith the Prophet how 
( 


1x12 * cantiwo walk together, unlefle they * meet 
and come together, ſo I would read that, 


which we read, unleſſe they *agree together; | 


* Beagreed- meetings are the Porch or entry into agree- 
wints, And methinks Chriſtians ſhould nor 
be much intreated ro treat together; ſurely 
tisto be fearcd,that they are lothto agree, 
who are loth ro meet about an agreement; 


» Ob. But what makes the Saints ſo back- 


—_— BY ward to meet abogt an agreement. 
of meeting, , 
"y An. Theſe z things. 
z.' Pride of heart, 
3- Satans policic. 
3 Self con, 1 Aſclf conceit that each of them is in the 
CCits right; every man hath a geod opinion of his 


owne opinion. Every man puts it off from 

himſelfe, and inſtead of ſaying as did rhe 

Mate26:26, Dj{ciples,(when Chriſt rold them one of you 
ſhall 
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Or, love one another. 


ſhall betray me ) Maſter zs it I? moſt are rea- 
dy tolay , Maſter *tis not 1. Moſt men in. 
ſtead of contefling their b/indneſſe , aske 
like the ſcor nefiull Pbariſee, are we blinde? fo tc, 


lech are men to luſpeR their owne deteRs, 
Itwas juſt ſo in the time ot the diviſion be- 
tween the Roman and Grecton churches,cach 
juſtified rhemſelyes, and neither would ac- 


knowledge themſelves co be in the er- 


ror, But Chriſtians heare a lirtle; if you 
thinke your ſelves in the righr, I hope 


5 
Havine ex, 


horted tolove 


Rom-12: 16+ 


CONCCits. 


you thinke ſo on good grounds, and nor* 


char you are in the right meerly by thinking 
ſo : now if your grounds be good up- 
on which your conceirs are built, you 
need not be afraid,nay you may be incoura- 
ged ro produce them with boldneſſe, 'Tis 
to be ſuſpeFed that they who refuſe to bring 
forth thetr flrong arguments,have no ſtrong ay- 
guments to bring forth. Chriſt rells us, Toh. 3, 
21. thar he thar deth trurh/and he that holds 
truth) commerh to the lighr, chat his deeds 
may be made manifeſt , that they are 
wrought in God. 

It mens arguments be pure and good,rhey 
will not be the worſe , bur the more confir- 
medby bcing weigh'd; if they be found eci- 
ther baſe merall or counterfeit, rhe diſcoyery 
will ingape them to part withthem, and to 
take their part no longer, leſt they deceive 
their ſoulc :; iz ſhorty if they be good they 
may doe good , they may helpe others to 
ſee the light ; if bad, twill be a mercy they 
were produced ; for you are loſers while 
You fallow darknetle and lying vanities, 


Iohn 3 2t, 


2 L.ef, pride 


2 'The ſecond hindrance to a meeting ofheait, 


B 3 about 


dds y.16 
Be not wiſe 
in your owne 


- 6 
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The new Command reyened: 


about agreement is Pride of heart; Men are 
Jeth to be the firſt movers , leſt they 
ſhould be rhoughc timerous and willing ro 
yeeld ; but beloved Chriſtians, Chriſt leſus 
did notſo ; God and we had never met nor 
have been reconciled together, had not God 
came to us firſt, Though God were offen. 
ded by us, and had thence juſt reaſon ro be 
for ever offended with us , yer he ſoands a 
truce » and makes the firſt render of agree. 


mnt; ſhall we not walk as we bave bim for an 


3 Let, Sitans 
policy 


example? 
"Tis very a, ie Ped that while any 


one party is low, it Pleads for moderation 


and reeonciliatior;5ur when it hath got the 
ſtaffe in its hand, it ſcarce mindes , much | 


leſe praftiſes either, Ab Chriſtia.zs, the very 
Heathens will ſhame us ; for Ariſtippus 
an Heathen, thoughelder then Aeſchines, 
who began the ſtrife , ſucs firſt for peace : 
ſhall we not be triend>? ſaid he to Heſchint's, 
C:nriſtians, I beſeech yec, goe to one ano- 
ther, and ſay as 4riſtipprs,(hall we not be 
friends? An41 oh thatevery one would ar» 
ſwer as did Acſchines, yes , with all mine 
heart. 

3 A third hindrance to a meeting abow 
an agreement is Satans policy; we may take 


up Paub wor.s whea he writes to the Th. fſ& 


loans, 1Tbeſſ.2 18, we had come unto you 
once and againe,bur Satan nindred as. Chri- 
ſtzans, why doe yee nut come one to anc- 
ther ? why are ye nog in your juurney, *tis 
to be feared Satay ſtands in your way and 
ſtayes you, 


2 Piin- | 


Or, /ove one another. "oY 


ES 2 Principſe, 
2 Principle, | right unger 


F S ſanding, 
Being mer, labour for a rieht undeyſtan- 

ding of each others minde; there is no- 
thing makes men ſtand at ſuch afar diſtance 
as a miſunderſtanding :tis with men now as 
with the men at Babe!, the languages are 
confounded, and they underſtand nor ene 
another, 

At your metting, [echt God about theſe three _— things 

things for a right underſtanding. w. CS 

1 That God would be pleaſed by his own yery of rrwh 
Spirit to declare and make cleave his truth to you. 
unto you ; that he would make known to + 
you,and make you to kxow what is his good, 
perteR;and acceptable wil, that ſo you may 
walke before him in all well-pleafing, -_— 

2 Intreat God, that he would delsver you yr oats 
to the trath, as well as deliver the truth to wuth. , 
yz; not only that he would open by truth 
t9 yolr hearts, bur alſo open your hearts to 
bi truth; that ſo you may cloſe with every 
ruth , _— and wellcoming it as 
your joy , though it ſhould open you to 
never ſo many reproaches in the world, : 

3 Intreacte God to remove all obſtacles,and zRemovall of 
totake thatour of the way, which ſtands in obſtacles. 
the way , and keeps you from underſtan- 
ding and owning truths 


Such as th/ſe, 


1 Selfe intereſt in holding any opinion ; "Self intereſt, 
nothing more hinders men trom going to, 
or going from an opinion then the inter? 


B 4 they 


py 


"31 brane Command reuewed : 


they have by holding it ; mer do not cat 
ſo much , for the opimins they ho!d,as for what 
they bold by their opinions, Many a man 
thiakes (1 am confident Ywhat Demetrius (aid 
{As 19, 37 ] This cratt by which we have 
all our wealthzts like to be ſet at nought,and 
then we are like to come to nought, 

Hemec they begin to fly in the face of 


ruth, and oppoſe it with outragious rage; 


bo dearly ſweet and fapcetly deare 1s there 
© darlixg gaine 3' They ſee they cannothave 
.the Honay,unkelc they burn the Bees , and 


theretore fire them forthwith ; they cannot 
poſicfie the I incyard, unletle Naboth be pur 
rodeatn,and cherefore he muſt be diſparchr, 
When once the coppybold of gain and honour 


is touchr, men begin to looke about them , -| 


and will never call godlineſſe gaine, becauſe 
gaine is their eodlineſſe. 

Belcech God therefore , that you may 
be wnſelfed , and may lay downe all your 
incereſt of gaine and honour 3 | 

Lec the truth of God be tex times dea- 
rec then tenths , or any income of gaine and 
honour which cometh iz by any opinion, for 
(15 ſome ſay) where gold growes, no plant 
will proſper; fo certainly no truth will be 
dearc, nor have heart yoo;n, where the love 
of money or honour hath taken place. 


2 Intreate God to keepe you trom paſſi-" 


enate diſconr/ts and diſpurations ; or frum 
paſſion in diſcourſes and diſpurations, For 


- em 


The wrathof 1 So much paſſtonas there is, ſo much 
man worketh there is tono purpoſe z yca to an ut pur- 
not the r1gh- pole 

reouMmeſſe of 7 . h 

__ —_ 2 Paſſion uſually ariſeth more from and 


fos 


CY OF mou (3 CþÞ we 


Or, love one another. 


for elle chen Chriſt. | 

3 Paſlion binders the effi.acy of the argu= 
mene; tor che tingling of paſſion hinders, 
the ſound of truth, 

4 Paſſion wfits a man for diſcourſe,and 
znfounds both memory and underſtanding - 
fb that as Ariſtotle bath obſerved #& & ww- 
dy tern 9: An Ine xp ire cvdſbrarmy; they tha. 
are an paſſion canaot diſcerne nor judge 
of eruch, 

5s chift loſeth more by the paſſion then 
ke gaines by che dijputation'; fer while you 
ſeeke to bgnour him, he findes himlclfe co be 


diſhonored. 


Auth Moyormey Seetips Tupeeuiyy, 0 un CNNTHIES: 


| RIF ASHE, 036TI09E 


When two diſpute, and th one begins 10 rage» 
The otber not retorting is more ſave. 
3 Intreat God to remevy prepudices, for z Prejudice 
that doth very much prcudie the enter-. 
tainment oftruch, Abab had ſuch a prejudice 
againſt Aichajah , char he would nor call 
him Prophc:,butſ rx King-22.8 JMichqabrhe 1 Kings a2» 
lou of Im!ab There's one man, Aichajab the 
ſun of 17;/ah, bur 1 hate him, tor he never 
ſpeaks gvod concerning mie bur evill z bur 
as Zehoſophat ſaid ro Abab , | let northe King 
lay ſo; even ſo would | ſay to you,Chriſtians; 
let not Chaiſtians ſay of one another, this is 
arigid man, 1 will not heare him; or this 
13 a Sc{Fary, I will not heare him, Beg of God 
that prejudice may not bin:tr cloſing with 
truth, 
The third Principle. F yh ga 
3 When God is fought, and you begin RC andeks 


CT. The new Command renewed : 


to diſcourſe, deal faithfully as in the preſene 

Firwords are of God ; uſe not peliey and ſophiſtry » 
berrerthen vaile the rruth. Doe not ye equivocate nt 
__ mi mince your meanings, hiding it under &| | 

000, words ©1988 termes; bur propoſe all things clearh] poker 

ave thefe AﬀeR@ not novelty or nicety of language| overs 
2 words coſt, bur ſpeak in known and familiar phraſes, je lil 
v TOSatF IC, Many times there's ſuch a do kept abou} of ſp 
ay 00%; Termes,thar before the diſcourſe be ended} jrove 
*Speake nor men loſe themſclves and the queſtion too; the ! 
Latine- Eng- therforc ſpeak plainly and nor in parable] ſake! 
liſh, bur plain * {rs ne little vanity to ſpeak ſuch wordsa| pinic 
—— Dr. Will conſtraine yourto uſe rwenty,and ſome| 1 

_ times twenty times more to explaine whai wou 
hid an under 4 nail 
ftanding man You meant. What doth a poore honeſt bu? , Fa 
give his ch 14 an illiterate man know what you meare} ane 
luch things 25 when you ſay a quadrangle, unles you tell and 
noun beee him,a place four corner*'d>or with four car |, tas. 
og004 aliment, bave ſaidh 
21d he knew 2£rs,and had ye not as goodto have ſaidb} yas 


no: whar he at firſt? did 
mea' Y bue gf 
thou 18 'e 2 T "” , l x . 
oy al The fourth Principle Hi 
fick, p 


: 4 Be as willing to heave as to ſpeete 1] dee 
4 Prificiple, manſhould hear twice as much as he ſhoull! wo 
- e 1.11e ſpeake, and it ſeemes to be intimated in| or? 
IY * his having wo eares bur one congur, Were the 
there in rimes ot diſcourſe more hearers} brc 
and fewer ſpeakers, there would probably} wh 
be exfier and ſpcedier dererminations; mub| of 
talke hinders obſervation , and keepes thing} wi 
from being weighd. A man ſhall meere with} ca 
fuch /alkatives as (like the beating of an} w 
unbrac'd drum ) are able t» beate fome| ha 
men out of their wits,at leaſt rheic parience; | 7 

they ave ſo conſuſedly buſy, and ſo buſily con- 
uſcd, Thy 


Or, lowe one another« [2 


The fifth Principle. 


5 Weigh not who ſpeakes, nor how it 1s ,p;; cipte, 
ſohen , but what 25 ſpoken; you ſhoald'nor v:'gh what 
ovcrvalue,nor und: ryalue 2 truth, becauſe is ipoken, 
ze like or diſlike the party or his manner 
of ſpeaking. Somerime (according to the ' 

overbe ) wee dandle the child for love of , 
the Nurſe, and take up an opinion for his. 
ſakethat brings it; * and others refuſe an 0- . Meldorate 

. aid otthe cx. 
pinion becauſe ſuch a one holds ir, pheaiomof 0 
Bur Chiiſt;ans, conlider what you doe ; place of 
would a man take pey/on , though from $cripcureghar 


a Father , or reiule a Cordiall theugh irom 1: was moit 


: p «oh lol agrceable to 
an encmy ? Ir was better ſaid? Amicus Plato, anriquity, bur 


and Am'c;is Ariſtoteles, ſed magis amica veri- yecaute Call 


\tas.. And the Apoſtle rejoyced that Chirill, yin had fo in- 


was preached, chough they that preacht him rerprered ic, 
did it 6ut of envy and ty add to his bonds ; Þ© would 
chuſc a new 
g from any man 10 £0 10 truth; bur ge from no (Q. 
truth to go to any man. As Clyilt fad, the phipgrs, 
pollution is not trom without , neither in- 
deed (in this fenſe) the purity. What is thi 
word the berrer for being (in Parels mouth, 
or the worſe for being in Apollos > What is 
the Heavenly treaſure the! worſe fot being 
vroug ht in an carththen veſſell> or the beuer 
when handed to us by an Age li-is the word 
of 1:3{dvme the berrer for the u'i/doms of 
wo.'ds ? Or 15 truth the lefle beaurifull be- 
cauſe naked and,apt arrayed with Sartin 
wo-ds, andſ;l hix phraſes? what though a man 
have neither ſilver nor gold ro give you, is 
wt Chiiſt worth the recerving? 
'Tis ſtrange to ſee how men are led into, 
& led our of vpinions meerly by an opinion 
of 


* " 
22 


Ipſe dixie 
ayd all. 


6 Principle, 
cuſtome- 


Chriſt calld 
himſelf eruth, 


not Ccuſtome. 


* Old cruchs ecuch may be new; why then ſhou 


may come 
ncwly to 


gift of Illu. 
mination, 


Dr, Hall, 


: burthen ro others > why ſhould Divine of 


Thenew Commund renewed - | bi 


of the man, Taz Philoſopher (though kelwg%** 
werethe ſame ann and of the ſame ming} 
in his /quallid rags , could net finde admif}\\" 
fion , when better robes procur'd both yſt5-7 
opendoore, and reverence, Bo!dneſſe anj}*i-< 
readine(le ef ſpeech' with the moſt (though) 
not with the moll judicious (bears anyſP%'0 
the Bell.T» go trom Ariſtotle,though a mu 
go to reaſon, is, or had wont to be , uw} 
1mall diſgrace in the ſchooles, their. 
If Herod ſpeak, then ir is the voyce of Gu **"! 
and nor of man ! bur if Pauf ſpeake, then} **) * 
"ris what will this babler ſay > Some cann*' 
heare wunleſſe a DofFor preach ; others will" 
not heare if a Do(for preach, Surely Chri 
ſtians , theſe things ought nor co be ſo; 
t/uth thould be welliom? ro us though the other 
"Devilt he father of lies brought it to ug; ford 
and nothing but truth though an Anzel fron teac 
Heayen be che meſflenger. days, 


The fexth Principle. 


6. Let mot cuſtoms bra re ſway for or again 
an opinion. Let not Antiquity or Novelty 
make you reſpe& or diſreſpe& a truth; ſe 
ther truth for truths ſak: whether old or new, 7 
Though all ruth be old*, yer ye 0 of | 9p 

d new} *X 


light be a trouble to ſome, or tradition aÞ 1 


0-thodox , or Orthodox Divine grow out of | re 


. date ? or why ſhould not a Goſpelt Preachn | Pf 


be in ſeaſon? Some like words and praRtices | Bu 
becauſe of cuſtome ; others have no ether | 97 
reaſon for their diſiiþe, Never walk by ppbat 

>\ bath 


Or, love one another. 


hath been done,or what is done ,unles it be what 
1 hel ought to be done. Reduce things to their pri. 
ing)jaitive inſtitution ; and then ſce what Ged 
{m1 faith of them , as our Saviour.cold the Pha. 
h (riſes, Mat,19.8, Though Moſes for the hard- 
 axJnefle of your beart ſuffered you ro put away 
uph[your #7ves , yer from the beginning it was 
wb 10t {0. | { 
wh Men doe new adays by opinions, as many 
ao} doc by their cloaths 3 ſome will keepe to 
' [their great grandfathers habit and fathion; 
Gul «bers as changeable as the (Moone, thinke 
hegl hey are never in faſhion, unleſle they be 
\no{erer changing faſhions, Some cannot like 2 
truth, becauſe *ris not of ancient Banding; o- 
;\thers like ir becauſe it ris of yeſterday. Some 
{o - can reverence none bur gray-haird epiniens, 
the | others like none bur youthfull and ſmooth. 


w teacher wiſdome, and ſo may the * few of 
days; *tis t7wtb,and nothing burthe tyuth,and 
allthe tr 1h, which ſhould have our eſteem, 
wherher ir be old or yorg ; whether the firſt 
borne of 138e, or the laſt, 


ty The ſeventh Principle; 


of | proper Mcdia or arguments to prove your 
w | «ncts by ; bring not Scriptures to your rea- 
a| ſor, but your reaſon to Scripture ; or judge 
x | realon by reaſon , and Scripture by Scrip. 
f | ture. Morall arguments are norfit and pro. 
7 | per to prove naturall Principles by | nor in 
; | many things rational Arguments to prove 
r | or diſprove Scripture by. Prove ſpirituall 
t things 
1 


15 


Mat 15.8, 


fad ones, Tis true the * wwullitude of yeares * Age: » 
* Youth. 


mr : 
»,| 7 1n all diſcourſes and diſpurations, uſe 7 Principle, 


proper Argue 
ments. 


"14 


x Cor-2,13+ 


$ Priaciple, 
' cav1ill nor, 


9 Principle, 
vecld to 


truth, 


The new Command renewed: | 


things by ſpirituall Arguments, as the 4] B 
Nile bins ro us, x Cor. 2.13. which things a4 yit 
ſo we ſpeak , not in the words which man} err 
wifdame teacherh,but which the holy Ghl} rate 
reatheth , comparing ſÞiritnall things wail tom: 
fpirituall; or judging ſpiricualls with ſpitb] ſhan 
tualls. The Apoltle did not borrow word prol 
or Arguments from wirhour, bur fitted {pi take 
rituall Arguments ro prove ſpiritual 
things. Never draw Eccl:ſiafticall concluſin 
from Poluical! premiſes, 


The eighth Principle, | pra 


8. Diſcourſe not to cavill-but to conving,} agr 
or to be convinced, Many diſcourfe and dif: tho 
pure inore for faftion, then /atisfattion, and ſuei 
hence come ſo many fatt:ons. W! 

Many, yea to many, diſcourle and diſpur} opi 
ro ſhew forth themſc/ves more then t,uth, | ans 
taking more care to ſhew what may be ſaid] Þli 
then what fſhoru?d be ſaid ; ever carping ant] off 
raking ob;ef:ons , when there neees now| | 
to be made. per 


The ninth Principle, © ſan 


9 irhen trath is ſpoken yeeld to it ; men thi, 
thinke it a ſhame to ſubmic and ſurrender 
themſelves after they have fo long andho 
ſtoutly Noo4 inthe detence of they opini. 
on: and therefore though they be con. 
vinced that their tenct is ar leaſt ſuſpirious, 
like ſo many /ophiſters in the Schooles they 
fudy t2 evade by diſtinRiens, rather then 
give glory to: God in confeſhvg theix _ 

ut 


" Or, love one another. © is 


Aw| Bur Chriſtians, 'tis no ſmall conqueſt and 
$444 yiory char you obcaine, when your ſelte, 
nant} error and darkneffe is 'oyercome and capti- 
hell} rated by cruth, *Tis an bonour to be over- 
ol} tome by truth, but to overcome the truth is 
pit} ſhame, Plutarcb makes it a great diſcovery of 
ord} proficiency in vertue, when a man doth acc 
{pi cake ig ill chat he is confured, 


al 
ſux The tenth Principle. 
| 10 hen, and as far as you are convinced , 91s ay 
praflice. Go together as farre as you can ; perher. * 
what necd you part till nceds muſt? you can 
| agree to preach, heare and pray rogether , 
: though in other things you differ. 1 have ſeen 
ſuch ſweet ſucceſſe upon the Prayers of Chriſti- 
ans met together, who bave differed in ſeverall 
Dur! 0pinions , that I cannot bur beſeech Chriſti- 
zh, | ans, that they would nor forſake the aſtem- 
aid | bling of themſclves rogether as the manger Heb+ 20. 25, 
ant] of ſome is, 
one] Lerus therefore B;ethren,as many as be Phil,z-15- 
perfe&, be thus minded, and whererto we 
have alieady attained, let us walke by the 
ſame rule ; and if in any thing yee be 0+ 
therwiſe minded , God thall revcale con 
nen{} this unto yOu, 


= SA 


us, Il Part, 


More uniting 1 the meane time Let us lige Chriſtians obſen 


Principles, 


x Principle, 
Forbcarance, 


e new Command renewed: | 


$$10000000$50000 1444 
IL PART. | 


theſe enſuing Prmeciples, They are as ſabit, 
and you may gueſſe at the nature of 
wounds by them ; 1 ſhall leave the applica 
or of them to the bleſſing of God. 


— 


I, Let us beare with one another , a 
| Wome one axother in love : Wear 
commandedro bear one anothers burcher, 
Gal.6.2, Thar fo we may fulfill the Law 
Chriſt ; and we ſhall andewbtedly be com. 
mended ; for 'cis according to the gow 
will of Chriſt, it we beare one anorher 
burdens.1 am confident*cis a burden to mp 
ny a ſoul that they are not in all things lits 
minded unto their brethren 3 Tea *tis w 
without ſome feare and trembling that nay 
thing they diſagree from (6 many worthy all 
racious men that are otherwiſe minded. Ok 
lpe ro beare, or at leaſt beare with the 
burden. 

You cannor keepe the uniy of the ſpirit 
in the bond of peace, unlefle you forbeart 
one another in love,as appeares moſt plain. 
Iy by their conneRtion, Eph.4-2,z. forbear- 
ing one another in love , indeavouring to 
keep the unity of the ſpiritin the bond of 
peace: this indeavour for unity and peace 
will be loſt, unlefle God who bears with us, 
reach us alſo to beare one with another. 


Or, love one another, if C 


Take theſe rcaſons for forbearance. Reaſons for 

forbearance, 

t. You all pretend, yea F bope inteud the * The one- 

ſame cnd : you profetle one and the ſame de *<ſe of your 

figne, viz, the advancement of the Goſpel *** 

of Pcace,and the Peace ofthe Goſpeſk Should 
ye not therefore in rejation to this end, 
rejoyce thar Chriſt is preache, though ſome 
ſhould preach him our of envy and on pur- 
polo to adde to your bogds ? it was Paws 


Joy, Phicip.15, 10 18. 


Why my dearly Beloved ate yees Epbrainm 

againſt Manaſſeth , and Xanaſſeth againſt 

Epbraim,lecing bothare for Zudah? Oh thac 

Epbraim might not envy Manaſſeth,nor Ma- 

naſfeth vex Ephraim any more, See thar re- 

markable paſſage in Mar.9.,v.3 g.laih Toby, 

Maſter, wee ſaw one caſting out Devils in 

thy name, and he followeth' nor us, and 

we forbade him, becauſe he tollowed not us. 

Cbriftians,is not this manya mans language? 

forbid him ; filence him; out with him; downe 

with him; why ſo? why, becauſe he follows 

eth not us. Bur Jeſus forbad Fobn to forbid 

him; tor, v,39. Jefus ſaid, forbid him nor ; 

and he gives two reaſons ut it, firſt no man 

which ſhall doe a miracle in my name, can 

tightly ſpeake evill of me.'Secondly, 2,40. 

tor he that is ncr againſt us, is on our paſts 

Chriſtians, can he be againſt you thac is for 

Chriſt» what chough he tollaw nor you, he 

notwichſtanding carries on Chriſts end ; 

blefſed God, forbid thts, that we ſhone , reap, you 

fortnd one another to do thy work. avree in the. 
», You agree in the w and the beſt bins. moſt and beK 5 


13 The new Command rexewed: 
The Fundamentralls and effentialls of Re. 
ligion (x which you to whom 1 write do & 
gree) are offar more worth, and therefore 
of farre more concernment to zzgage you, 
then circumſtantials and accidentals (the 
things in which you diſagree) are to difit- 
gage you. 

Reaſon, - 3- Conſeder that your ſelves alſo are men 


confider your ſubje& co the like inficmicies with your | 


ſclycs. Brethren,andſubje& rothe like pafions,and 
have alſo your failings and aberrations; 
in many things we offend all; who is there 
that finneth net? good Lord? it thou fhouldſt 
be ſo ſoone angry with us, as wee are ons 
with another , who could ſtand? I beſeech 
1Gal-6.1, Yours read this Scripture with all lowli- 


nefſe, and weeknelle of mind. Gal. 6,1.Bre | 
thren,if a man(or as the margin reads it, 4b | 


tbough a man) be overtaken ina fault, yet 
who are ſpiritual, reſtore ſuch an one in the 
ſpirit of meekneſſe; why ſo? conlidering thy 
ſelf, leſt thou alſo be tempted. 1f thou bet 
tempted, that which tho fendeſt fault with, 
way bg thy fault. 


Tbe ſecond Pr inciple. 


2 Chatity, 2. Uncill ye are agreed, bave charitabl 
thoughts , not bard and baſh cenſures of ead 


others walking. Judge it rather to be conſe 


ezce then ſtubbornzeſſe, which ingageth men 
eo walke in different courſes. You would 
have others think ſo of you;why wil nor you 
chinke ſo of ethers > who would not thinke 
but that to have every mans good will, © 
keepe the love of rcelatiens , to injoy thei 

iberticy 


Or, {ove one en here - 12. 
liberties, men would comply with any 

ing, were there not an awe upon their 
conſciences? whence it may arile, [ will nor 
queſtions 


Love thmkes no evill,vrz, of others, as well 7 Cor. 13.5 


as towards others, Love baniſheth jea- 
louſies and ſuſpicions, and ſo conſequently 


| cenſures, 


The thjvd Prixciple. 


3 Draw not away your love,when God draws [ates 3 
not away bis lave, dare any man deny his O71 


love to that man , where God grants his 


loye ? It any man love not the Lord Jeſus , co... 6. 12 


Chriſt,ler him be Azuathema Maranatha. Bur 


* | isany man beloyed anda lovergf Chriſt ? 
| Ohrake heed,deny him not your love. Let 


that of the ſpirit which appears in him, dr 
thine heart more towards himgthen that of iſp 

which appears, take off thine heart from bum.” 
we many times take notice of that which will 
divide, and not of that wbich wall unite, A 
ſma}l error was ſoone eſpyed in certaine 
pitures of ApeZes , when a thouſand cx- 
cellext touches were Rot atall obſerved, One 
hour of Eclipſe cauſeth the Sun to be more 
gazed on , then a thouſand faire daycs, 
Thoſe ſouldiers who followed Ce/ars tri- 
nwph, publiſhed his vices , bur cancealed 
bis vi-tues. Bur deare Chriſtiains, let us rather 
ſay one to another , as Qu*ene Klizobeth 
ſaid to the Lord Burleigh , fir downe my 
Lord wee make much of yau' , not for your 
bad leg, bur for your good Head. Ler us make 
much ot each other and fir duwne rogerber, 
C 2 nor 


reno —— Wann nd EN it AL ADs IIA PE OE DIED GL 


\ 
| 
#1 
[ 


20 


4 Prizciple, 
Cenſure not 
IntCations. 


* Miſtakes of © * Nothing doth more hurt and wrong to 


thi cauſe 
yeS. to be 
taken amiſlc- 


The new Command renewed: 


not becauſe rheir is badneſſe in the feer, | 


but becauſe there is goodnefle in the head 
and hearr, | 


The fourth Principle. 


4+ Cenſure no mans intention, till bis pre 
Alice , cither words or workes diſcover bi 
mcaning,Many times by their feares,jealou. 
lies and ſuſpitions men create that intheir 
hearts, which had never a place in the ſal. 
eQed parrics imagination. 7acob was need. 
cfſely troubled and cauſteſly affraid of his 
brother Eſau, when nothing gave him 


occaſion ro ſulpe his brother,bur his own 
gualiy conſcience , which told him he did de | 
erve it. Facob feares that he came to exe: | 
cute revenge, when he comes to wellcom 
home his brother , and enterraine hinho- 
norably, : 
Jealouſy is as quick as 4fartial! Law;Ar 
raignes, Condcemnes and Excecutes all ina 
momenr. 


friends then jealouſies. Some cry out ef 
ſome,rheſe men intend nothing bur Anarch 
and confuſion ; ſo that ſhortly there will be 
no difference of ( nor reſpett to ) perſmns| 
Orchers cry our ot others, theſe men in-/ 
ecnd notiung bur Lordſhip and tyranny, to 
incroachall power into their own hand,and 
ſo to be Maſters over our faith, and to lord 
it oyer the Lords inheritance. Bur why are 
ye become cvill judges of thoughts?arc you 
the ſearchers of hearts ?' you would judge 


more righteous judgement in chis, ro judgef © 
e 


according to appearance, Th 


. 


" Or, love one another; 


The fifth Principle. 
5. Do nothing whereby to incenſe and exaſpe- 


Ss 


rate one another. Provoke one another to 5 Tops 
love as much as you can,burto wrath as lit- InCen'c; noc, 


as you may,nay,notatall. "Tis becomming 
Chriſtians to uſe ſoft words, and they turn a 
way wrath; bur many words ſtirre np 
ſtrife. Bicter words are like ſharpe ſwords, 


they peirce to the very Soule. Bui let others Prov-1s,n. 


pion provoke your compaſſion. Twas lweet- 
y ſaid of Calvin concerning Luther, though 
bee call me Devill, 1 will call him Saint. Oh 
thar Chriſtians would learnethart leflon of 
Chriſt ,- when you are reviled , revile nor 


| againe ! 


Alas, doe not men ſpeake bitterly apain& 
birter ſpeaking; and write bitterly againſt 


bitter writings ? | becomming inexcuſable Rema.r, 


thereby;for wherein they judge others, they 
condemne themſelves , being doers of the 
ſame things. Oh that Chriftians would over- 
come evill with good, paſſion with mecknes, 
bitterneſſe with ſwcerneſſe; for a lofrx 
tongue breakes the bone, Prov.t5.15, Oh 
how did A&bigals affeftion conquer Davids 


' paſſion, though heared-ſeven fold! And how 


did Davids kindneſſe to Saul, make Saul con- 


| felle þ;5s unkmdneſſe toDavid! How evy otbe;'s 


carry themſelves toward us unbecomming 
Cori ſtians,our carriage toward them ſhould be 
no 0they then 1s becomming Chriſtians. 

A Publicaz will loye where he tindes love, 
and ſalute when he is ſaluted ; but you (ah 
you Chriſtians ! ) are. to exceed and excel1 
in loye ; To love when you are not loved, 

C3 (though 


_ 


xPct. 339 


3 Pet.2-11, 


6 Pcinc'ple- * 


ThemwConmmund renewed : 1 


(though the more you lovey the leſſe ye be by. 
loved) to ſpeake faire , When you are ill 
ſpoken of; not to render railing for railing, 
bur contfariwiſe blefling , knowing thit 
you arethercuntocalled. 

Chriſtians ſkould be asrhe Angels, which 
are greater in power and might, yer bring 
ho railing accuſations before the Lord; 
Michael the Archangel diſputing with the 
Devitf abour the body of Moſes , durſt ng 
bring (harke yee Chriſtians) he durſt un 
bring a railing accuſarion,bur ſaid the Loyd 
rebuke thee L=t us doe fur the future,as Foby 
Diſciples did by their Maſter , when How 
flew him, Aft, 14- 12. they tooke wp the 


Body and buried ir, and went and rol 
Jeſus, Let us bury in oblivi6n, all railing 


and injuries , only go and tell Feſus, andſn 
Lord rebujſze them, 


The þxth Principle. 

6. Goe not about to make one another odiny 
by repreſenting thin:;s worſe then hey an. 
Many times the pifture of the Lion is mort 
dreadfull then the Lion himfelt. Good Lord! 
in what black, ugly and deformed ſhape 
doe men ſer forth one another , as if they 
were Monſters, and no men ? | 


He —— 

my Pudetqee reſerve, 
Hec dici potniſſe, et nou potuiſſe reſell 
"NE 


— 


1 bluſh to re[l it, 
That 1 can fpeake it, 
But cann't reſell it. 
Ters 


Es, oo A Dm 


Tre 


Or, love one another; 


Tertellns never ſtrained his Oratory a- 
ginſt Paul, nor Tobias and Sanballat 
theirs ©. againſt Nehemiah , more then 
Chriſtians if at leaſt they be as they are called) 
doe ſtraine theirs to bring one another 
under diſreſpeR and odinm, 


The ſeventh Principle, 


23 


7. Draw not concluſions from other mens , principle. 


Principles, and then ſay they are their opimons. 
We may make the fame complaint as 


David, they wreſt, torture and wracke my Pal 56s. 


words. Alas! men ſer every thing on the 
tenter-bookes , and ſtretch and twiſt crery, 
Principle like a noſe of wax. 

Alas | what pitty 'tis to ſee men invert 


and pervert one anothers words , and at 


length ro draw ſuch concluſions as would 
make one think they meant what they never 
meant ? '7were @ good thing to interpret can- 
didly,and whena thing will bearea double con« 
ſtruftior, to take it in the beſ? ſenſe. Bur we 
ſee by ſad experienee thar Sophiſi;y makes 
more Syllogiſmes then [ ogich doch. 

ſome miſtooke and miſreported Paul, 
Rom3.8 as if he had ſaid, thac we might do 
evil, ſo good might come thereof. So the Iews 


depoſe that Chriſt ſaid he would defroy the Mar.26-61. 


Temple at Jeruſalem in three dayes and raiſe 
it againc, when he ſpake of his Body as ap- 


pears, Nob, 2.21, what words thus wreſted and Iobn 2-211 


perverted may nor be called hwreſy and(as 
they ſaid of Cbrift words, )Blaſphemy ? when 
if taken as-meant and in their proper ſenſe , 
may be tound very ſound and conſonant to 

7 GE] EET | 
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8 Principle, 
Doe as you 


Job 14 4- 


T he new Commund revtwed: 


eruth. Take beed therefore of gleſſing or com 
menting upou an otbers Text. 


The ezghth Principle, \, + 


8. Grant to others what you would bave 
thers grant to you: We are uſually better :t 
receiving then at giving; we care not how 
much we receive, nor how little we give: 
though it bee more honorable to give then 
to reccive? When our ſelves are inferi. 
ours and others ſuperiours , wee beg ( as 
did the ſervant, Aſai. 18.26 ) Have patience 
2a little , have a little patience ; bur when 
our ſclves are ſuperiours, and ethers infe. 
rious, we bave no patience at all 

Jeſus Chriſt ſums up the L1w and the 
Prophers in this principle, [ Mat. 9.12 ] 
Theretore all things, whatſoever ye would 
that men ſkould doe to you, doe yee eve 
fo ro thers. This is all chat the Law, viz, 
love thy Neighbour as tby ſelfe, doth res 
quire, and the doing ot it is the fulfilling 
of the Law. *Tis indeed a golden rule, a 
royall Law , the ſlandard of equiry, accords 
ing to which we muſt converſe with all men, 

Ab Chriſtians ' did wee make other mens 
caſes our owne, we ſhould [ay the caſe is 


altcred, 1ob pleads thus with his friends, 1 | 


could alſo ſpeake as you, if your ſoule wert 
in my ſoules ſecad, 1 could heape up words 
againſt you, and ſhake my head at you ; 
But I would ftrengthen you with my mouth, 
and the moving of my lips ſhould allwage 
your gricfe. : 
Many a great Commander have upon this 

@ : you 


— 


Or, love one another. 


very couſideration ſhewne themſelyes ex. 
c:eding mereiful} and kind co their captives, 
confidering it might be thizy owe caſe, and 
then they would be glad of mercy. And 
Indeed wiftory ro generous minds is onely 
an inducement to Moderation, 

Sec how Adonibeſehsconſcience flyes in his 
face for his cruelty, when hce himſelfe was 
ſerved by others as he had ſcrved others, 
Iudg.1.7. And Adoxibeſch ſaid, three ſcore 
and ten Kings having their thumbs and 
their great foes cut off, pgathec'd their mear 
under my table ; 2s 1 have done, ſo God 
bath requited me, 


The ninth Principle; 


9. Doe nothing. in prejudice or partial''y ; g Principle, 
the one will make you an cnemy to good, the no prejudice. 
ocher will make you a friend ro evill, Pre. 2% partiality, 


judice will take in nothing, partiality will 
take in any thing, 

Alas? ſach is our miſery that men pare 
Religion, and love by payties. Men love not 
(as God loves) without reſpeR of perſons; 
bur men love ſuch , becauſe they take parc 
with them and their defignes ; and have 
prejudice againſt others , becauſe they are 
net their followers, 

Till wee love one anotker according as 
Chriſt hath given us command and cx. 
ample, as he hath loved us, that iS as bus, 
wee cannot expeR fo ſweet a concord, as 
then we may. 


Tbe 
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 xoPrinciple, 


x Cor, 10-24» 


The wow Command renewed - 
The tenth Principle, 


Yo. Aſcend or deſcend,go bigher oy loweyd» 
any thing ( Sinne excepted ) that you may 
agree. Become” all things, to all men, i 
at laſt by any mcanes you may winne ſome, 
Ne ſuch way to win one anothers love, 4 
by denying our ſelves to ſeek one anether 
wealth. 

Nature is ſoin love with nity , that Par- 
ticular beings will forſake their owne in- 
cereſts, their elements and centres which 
are their reſt and happines, rather then there 
ſhould be a breach er vacuity in nature; and 
*ris but reaſon that particulars ſhould ſerve 
the univerſall, [ for they who ſo loſe, ſhall 
ſave ] ſeeing that unleſle the vellc11 be pre- 
ſerved their Cabins cannor, 

Alas Chriftians | how will yee thus ſeek 
every man his owne, and net the things of 
Jeſus Chrit:Oh how glad am TI ! my joy is 
now tulfilled ſaith John, at Chriſts in- 
creaſe, though his increaſe be my decreaſe; 
and Paul would rather fterve himſelte 
and never eate fleſh while he lived , then 
doe any thing which ſhould offend or ſad- 
den his weake Brother, 

Bodies ductile and tenſile (metals that 
will be drawne into wiyes ; wooll and towe, 
which will be drawne into yarne Or thread) 
have inthem the appetite of not diſconti- 
nuing ſo ſtrong , that they will follow the 
force which wire-draws and pulls them out, 
rather "then diſcontinue or torſake their 
ewnc bodies, 

Cra- 


| 


| 


| 


Or, love one another. 

Cratifeclea the mother of Cleomenes, (when 
he was loth to ſend her for a pledge ioro 
Z#gypt) ſaid unto him; come, come, put me 
inco a ſhip, and ſend me _whither thou wile, 
that this body of mine may do ſome good 
to my Conntry, before crooked agc conſume 
my life withour profits 

O that there were ſuch a bearr in us, bue 
to lay afide our own particular relations and 
intereſts, that there may not be ſo many a 
breach in the publick ; ler us be weak with 
the weak , as well as ſtrong with the ſtrong, 
that we may make up breaches, 


3: PART. 


For a further helpe to wnity 1 fall lay down 
ſome other Principles to wnite our judge 
ments; and ſubmit them to the judge- 
ment of the Saints, whethcr they ſpeak 
not according to God or 20. 


The firſt Principle, 


% 


1. QEcing there is nothing ro bee 2 Principle, 


practiſed , believed or taught, which 
is nor agrecable to the mind of God, Let 
us make the irord of God our Indee. 

The Scriptures (as i gra#ted by all that 1 
Write t0 ) are the touchſtone by which all 
religious Principles and As are to be vry- 
ed. To the Law and to the Teftimony, it they 
ſpeake not according to this rule, "tis be- 
cauſe there is no light inthem, Iſa.$.20, Ler 
nothing paſſe tor currant coine , which hath 
not this ſtamp upon it, Cer- 


make the 
$crifrure 
Judge, 


_ 788 


2 Principle, 
Right ® —_ 
Nandirg © 
Scriprurcs: 


The ntw Command renewed : 

Certalnly no Chriſtian will refuſe ro 
make the truth of God contained in the 
Scriptures the judge of all he holds and 
practiſeth, ir being the baſis of both, it they 
be laid on their true foundation; "tus the tyy- 
all which trys aff ; and theretore bring your 
opinions to the light , to ſee whether they 
be of God or no. 

If the Scriptures write jus diviam dis 
vine right upon any opinion, "tis then au. 
thentich; bur all other authority is not ſuffi» 
cient to command either faith or prafice, 
Tho Bereans[ Ads 17.11. ]were called more 


noble then they of Theſſalonica,becauſe they | 


did nor take things upon cruſt, and be- 
lieve implicitely, bur ſearched the Seriprures 
daily, whether theſe things were ſo, If any 
man or an Ange! from Heaven bring you any 


other DuRrine, ler him be accurled, Gal- 


1.8. 

Cercainly theſe are the undoubred, per- 
feR and infallible rule, for all matters of 
faith at a0, or God could not judge 
che world by them at the laſt day. 

Let us dotherefore as the wiſc men, when 
they ſaw the ſtarre,go upto Ieraſalem, that 
isto the Law and to the teſtimony, and wil. 
lingly acquicſce in the Axſwer we receive 
from the O7acles of God, 

The ſccond Principle. 

2. Labour for a right underſtanding of 
Scriptures;tor the want of this makes all our 
differences ; we erre not knowing the Scrip-= 
tures, Every one indeed brings Scripture, 
bur moſt bring their owne,nor the $ captures 
owne ſcale, for their opinions, 

For 


v5 SS #AY wm 


———_ 


Or, love one another, 29 - 


For a right underſtanding of Scripture T 
take Chee three courſes. 4 parka 

Firſt, Conſult with the ſpirit of God. None Scripture. {4 
knowerh rhe mind of God, but the ſpirit of 1TheSpiriv 
God, 1 Cor. 2.11, The Philiftians by plowing 
with Sampſons heifer, came to know his 1id- 
die. If any therefore want wiſcdome,ler him 
ake it of Sod who giverh Fiberally and 
upbraideth nor : yea he giveth the ſpirit to Luke 11-12, 
them rhart aske him, 

Secondly,Conſult with the $aints ; for the 2 The Sainth 
ſecrer of the Lord is withthem thar feare 
him, and he will ſhew them bis Covenant, 
[Pſal.25.14.] converſe with them,who con- 


Tames 1:5* 


yerſe with God, The Saints have clecrer 


apprehenſians of the Scripture, then other 
men; and can givea better accomnr ot the 
myſtery ( not ſo perhaps of The Hiſtory ) 
then many a learned man can doc : the 
the reaſon is apparent ; tor the godly man, 
though illiccrate, hath the Law 1n his heart, 
and the eruth in his inward parts ; The Bible 
us tranſciib'd within him. But the moſt learn- 
ed man inthe World{(itnor a Saint) hathic 
not in the experience , though he have ic in 
the expyiſſton, | 

Not bctoved thar I ſpeake in difi:he of 
learning and its uſe, no, I do confelle that 
next to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt and commu- 
nion with God in him , there is #o portion 
(whether 1iches honours or pleaſures) like 9697-346: 
wato it,in my cſteeme, [1 his by the way ;now 
to our purpoſe. 

It is good therefore to conſulr wich the 
Saints ; a | conjunction of Counſellours 
will do well ; tor in the multicude of chem 

the: 


20 


Three other 
Rules. 


"Ye new Commaud renened © 


10.make as if the fpirit bad not come 10-thy ſelf; 
ſo to depend onely on thy owne jadgement , 
were to make as if the ſpirit of God bad aa 
come 8 others, 

Thirdly, ſe ſuch helps as God hath made 
uſefull to others for cheir right underſtands 
ing of Scriptures, 


Rules for the Such as God bath made uſefull to me and ma. 
underſtanding other Chriftians,1 ſhall ſet before you ; 1 


of the Scrip- 
rure- 


eak as to wiſe menyjudge ye what I ſay. 
The firſt Rule. 


The fGclt Rule x, Har the Fatber, Son, and Spiris as 


they are one, ſo they px in one, t 


Tob.5.9,8. they have but one defigne. The 
Father, Son and Spirit arc not like the gods 
of heathen(which indeed are not gods) always 


_ quarreling one with another, claſhing a+. 


= Rule, 


gainſt, and contraditing one anorher ; 
though they will many things, thir will is but 
LTH 

Therefore if you find in Scripture, that 
the Sonnes deſgzae in Redemprion , feemes 
to bee of larger extent then: the Fathers 
in EleRion, and the Spirits in ſanRificari. , 
on , reconcile it by this Rule, for there ' 
is bur one and the ſame objeft ot the Fathers 
Elefion, the Sonnes Redemption , and the 
Spirits Sanfification to ctcrnall life, | 


The ſecond Rule. 
E very particular u tobe interpreted by tht 
[cope of the whole , and that will tree Scrip» 


cures from all ſceming contradictions. 
Paul 


there is like ro bee ſafcry. Prov.tt.r 4. Ar | 
to depend only on other mens judgerwent, wer | he 


e | Paul ſaith, Romans 3.28, a man is. Juſti- 
1» | fied by Faith , without * or apart from the 
f. | deeds of the Law: bur 1ames ſaith, Jam, » xopic: 
; | 2+24- Yee ſee then how that by workes 
x | aman is juſtified, and nor by faich onely , 
* or alone. © Mavens , 
le | New here ſcemes ro bee a contradiRi- 
|. | 08; bur the ſcope of the Scripture will un- 
ty this knott { as 1 underſtand) thus, By 
i. | Faith alone we are juſtified , bur the 
1 | Faith by which wee are juſtified is not a- 
lone , *T' xs not (as I conceive ) the worke 
| Faith, or the workes of Faith, but a working 
Faith whereby we are juſtiged. 
s | By Faith the perſon is juſtified, and by 
| Workes the faith is juſtified ; and thus Be- 
loved (1 hope) you ſee clearly , tharthere 
is Not concordia diſcors, a diſagreeing a- 
reement, but diſcordia concors, an agree- 
ing diſagreement between theſe two Scrip- 
cures. 
One ſaith! (to this our purpoſe ) that ts 
hang on any word or phraſe in a Text and 
; | negle& rhe ſcope, ſavours of an Hereticall 
diſpoſition, And Luther hath a ſweer ſay- 
ing to this purpoſe,Grammaticam decet The- 
ologie tedere, quum ſubjefta ſunt verba re- 
» | bus, 2202 res werbis : wvox merito ſenſum ſe- 
; | quatur & litera fpintum, The ſenſe in 
Ire is this, Words muſt give place to the 
matter and ſenſe; Hwy reaſon us thy , be- 
cauſe the matrer is not for the-words, but 
the words for the matter. And againe Di- 
| | vinely, 1ffe modus intefigends ant inter- 
, | pretaadi Scriptures, diverſa ſcils ex diverſps 
lecis decergere, eft fallaciſſimus ; babinda + 
gituy 
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J Rule, 


"The new Command weed : 


# . 
"Citur eff tota Scriptura ante occulos, & contre- 


714 contrariis conferenda. That way of utt- 


derſtanding or interpreting Scriptures,viz. | 


ro gather diverſe things , from diverle 
places is moſt deceirfull ; the whole Scrip. 
ture therefore is to bee had before our 
eyes, and contrarts to be compared with 
contraries, 2 

Friends, 1 hope it will not be an offence 
to any to quote an Author ; for I deleeye 
"T'is as lawfull to conſult with the experience 
of dead as of living Saints. 


T he third Rule, 

3, The place is not truly interpreted, ur 
conſequence well inferd,the con[equence wheres 
of is an abſurdity and ſpeakes any thing to 
the dilparagement ot the God of grace, 
or the grace of God, as Luthey ( Divine 
Luther) omnia Scriptura eſt pro Chriſt 
mcrpretanda, ex. gr. Scrua maudata, ſcil. 
in Chriſto ; quia ſine Chriſto mhil potefty, 


All Scripture is te» be inrerpreted for | 


Chit ; as, keep the Commandements, viz, 
in Chriſt; for without him yee can doe n0- 
thing. ” 

And againe, fully excellent and excel. 


lenly full. S: Adwuiyſarts wget Stu) 


ram contra Chriſlum, uigeam:s Chriſtun 
contra Scripturam. It our adverſaries urge 
Scripture againſt Chriſt, let us urge Chuiſt 

againſt Sciipture. EY 
[lt the interpreration of any Text, 
draw ſuch inferences after ic as theſe , vir, 
That Ged i unjuſt ; that God u mutable; 
that God cannot doe all things ; that Chriſt 
Mm 


. Or, love one another, 
got able of and. by bimſclfe to ſave to the 


' utmoſt, that he Saints ſhall not be kept through 


Faith by the power of God to ſalvation : 1 
fay it ſuch inferences follow the incerpre- 
tation of any.S:riptuce, 'ris not truly inter- 
prered 2 for ' they cannot ſpeake againſt the 
truth , but for the t1uth, 


The fourth Rale. 


4. Take becd of diſtinfiions ; though there 4, Ruic- 


may bee uſe ot them, yer for the moſt 
part, the moſt part of dijlindtions arile trom 
darknefle and ignorance, or from, wil- 
tulneſfle. Theretoic rake heed of them, 


and admir not of any which are not wc » 


grounded on. the Scripture, Did we ſpcake 
more penitually to all points,: and more 
diſtinfily, there would be tewer diſtinRi- 
qns. | hlizt | 
_ Ir is a common thing with many men, 
that cannot or will not ( 0h that there 


truth , co, raiſe diſtintions. and evade 
that way, When men know not whiar co 
ſay , then like , Sophiſters they. ery diſtin- 
guſh, we muſt diſtinguiſh. And there 
Materialiter and /ormalitey , ftrifie and 
late (poore thread-beare tearmes,) are tolled 
up and dojyne like Tenns Bally. , | 


The fifth Rule, 

9. Parables gnd fimilitudes hold not in 
the particulars , but ty the whole ; not in e- 
very ſtutence, butin the ſcope, 

They runne no on all toure, as we ay ; 
they are of more. ule for I!lyftration then 
Demonſtration, And ] a there is not 

A 


| Were wot {uth as will not | ) underſtand the 


5, Rule 


34 The new Commund renewed: 


a rruth held our in a parable, bur its held | 


forth alſo in ſome other place of Scrip- 


rure, which will be berter to ground on, | 


deing u[ually more cleare. 


The ſixth Rale. 

6- Rule. 6. Seeing God in Scriprures ſpeaks much 
The Hebies jnalinle , interpret Scripture 1n the largeſt 
Drs ſay that = like th La 

\he law hath /#ſe- Scriptures like to Lawes of favour, 
ſevensy faces, which are ro be exrended as faire as 
5,e.manncr of may be. We wrong many a Text of Scrip- 
ways to be0- ture by confining, bounding and limiting 


p_ it in a narrow cempaſſe. 


Amſworh in _ The Evan tif looke upon ſeverall | 


his preface, Texts as fulklled inthcis days, which were 
fulfilled Tong betore; as Mattb.3.17. then 
was tulltlled -that which was ſpoken by 
the Propher ' Feremiab, ſaying, &c. Nov 
rhis was fulkilled Literally in Jeremy 31. 
I5- When Ephraim ( which came from 
Racbel) was in captivity , and falfilled here 


— — 


—_ 


Tn thenew Þy 4lufiens as much as if ir had been | 


Teſtament ſaid g wee may now tak? up the words of 
the Apoſtles ;pe propytt, as ifthat place were not tulf114 
_ the till new, And fo you ſhall often finde /e- 
ame Teſti - 
mony to di. Vfrall Texts upon ſeveralt occafions ap- 
verſe pur- plycd to ſevtrall nſes; which, ſhewes that 
poſcs, the ſenſe ſhould nt be confined. As for in 
ſtance that Textſ Mab. 2 4. The juſt ſhall live 
by Fauth) is applycd in leverall ſenſes, at 
appears by Comparing it with Romans 1.17, 
Gal, 3,11. Heb.10. 38. in all which places 
*ris quoted, 


The ſeventh Rule, 


7. Rule, 6. Noplace wuft be imterptered ſo, at 
ro make the tws Commandements , lore 
God 


EI rol 
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@ w 


— 
- 


= 


<= B 0 -— VUY 7 


* IN $ C"{| Ciws 7 OO W- 


Or, /ove one another. 
God and love your Neighbour, to prejudice 


' each ather, As the Proverb is, we muſt not 
. robPerer fo. cloth Paul. We may not rake 


from God, to give to our Neighbour, nor 
cake trom our Neighbour, to give to God. 

As Honour thy Fathtr and thy mother : 
now wee muſt not under pretence of ho. 
newring our Parents diſhonour God; no, 
"tis obedience to diſobey them, wherein we can- 
ct obey them , unleſſe we diſobcy God. Nei- 
ther may we under prerence of {ban or 
a gift, refuſe ro dce ought for our Fa- 
ther and Mather, as God Commands 1s, leſt 
we make the Word of God of nene effeR, 


The eighth Rule. 
$, Diſtinguiſh berweene things ſpoktt 


| properly , and things fpoktn fzuratively , as 


alſo between chings meanc lirerally , and 
things meant ſpiritually, The Propiet 
Malachy ſaid, Malac.g 5. that Eltgs muſt 
ficſt come , which was ſpoken of 7obz the 
Bapriſt, as Chriſtclears it Mathew 7.12. So 
theſe words Mar. 16:6. beware of the Lea. 
ven of the Phariſees,are Not meant properly 

t fipuratively, 

It a man thould take thar place [ Atar. 
S« 29+ If thine eye offend thee, pull it ont } 
lieerally , he might be guilty of Selfe- 
murder. Therefore ir is to be underſtood 
ſpiritually ; wiz. of any thing that i as 
neare , deare and tender as our eye to its. 
Origen, who interpreted all, or almoſt 
all other places of Scripture myſtically , 
underſtood this place literally { Mattbrw 
19, 12. Some make themſelves Eunuches 
for the Kingdome of God] and therevpon 

D 3 geldcd 
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Maikey,it. 


8. Rule» 


” 


9, Rule, 


19,Rule. 


Z- Principle, 


The pj Command! renewed : 


gelded himſclfe : bur ſurely Origen had ne 
thar ab origine,for trom the beginning it was 


not ſo; ir was not inſtituted by God; there. | 


fore muſt nor be executed by man, 


T he ninth Rule, 

AlL places which ſpeake of Adminiſtra- 
tions and Adminiſtrators are beſt under- 
ſtood and interpreted , the nearer the ſenſe 
comes to Gods deſigne. Gods deligne is 


Eph. 4-11, 12, 13: by all Adminiſtrators | 


and Adminiſtrations ro bring about the 
perfe ing of the Saints, the worke of the 
Miniſtry, and the edifyine of the Body of 
Chrift, till we all come &c. 

Now all Adminiſtrations and Admini. 
ſtrators being to help on thg, the places of 


Scripture ſpeaking of ſuch things, are | 


undoubtedly beft underſtood in the ſenſe 
which doth promote that worke, 


The tenth Rale. 


10. If Scripture [Peake it, beleeve # though | 


Reaſon cannot finde out the reaſon of it. The 
Scripture ſaith in Job 26.7. That the carth 
hangeth on nothing, The Scripture faith 
thatone is three, and three are one, 1 10h, 
5.7. Hew can reaſon thinke this true? and yer 
rig true; for God who is truth , and ſpe;kes 
nothing bur truth, ſaith ris ſo. 

Yea, let me adde, that could God be coms 
prebended by our reaſon , we might thinke 
 1ea/o3 t0 thinke be were not God, 


The third Principle. 
3. If after all theſe exdeauours, ro atraine 
and vbtiine the right underſtanding of 
Scrip* 


T & & 


Or, ove one another; 


Scripture, they yer ſeeme in any particulay 
zo ſpeake darkly : and asto externall difpen. 


| fations thon know not with- which to 


cloſe, make Holineſſe thy Rule. 

That way which conduceth moſt ro /elf- 
abafine and Chriſts advancement, is the ſa- 
feſt : and did Chriſtians judeg* of opi- 
nions and praQices by thus Rule , they 
would better diſcerne berweene tliings that 
differ. 

You heare men ſay this is Chrift , and 
here zs Chriſt, and both may ſcem probable 
to you ; bur you knuw not how to deter- 
mine : there are ſtrong arguments on 
both hands, Now conſider , and in good 
earneſt weigh, 'and that without partiality, 
which makes moſt for a moſt exatt rotting 

cr 


| with God, and building up one anot 


inthe Faith and feare of Jeſus Chriſt, and 


| accordingly ingage. 


The fourth Principle, 

4. Maje not that- common to all , wbich 4Pcigciple. 
God bath made peculiar to ſome , nor make 
that peculiar ro ſome which God hath 
made commen to all;do nor ye tnlarge when 
God hath fraien'd, nor ſtraitcn when 
G O D hath in/arged, Caſt nor Pearles be- 
fore Swine, nor give the Childrens Bread to 
Dogs : ncither retuſe ro give the children. 
bread , and deny nor Pearlesro them whom 
God hath made his Zewells. 

Give every one bus due, tribute ro whom 
tribure, love ro whom love,honour tro whom 
honour, Bee or you ſhy of joyning your 
ſelves when God will joyne himſcltc ; leſt 
you call that common and unclcane 
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Icr-15+20, 


5.Pcinciple, 


6. Principle, 


The new Conmmand renewed * 


which Gcd hath ſanified. Bee ſure alfo 
to make a difference berweene the precious 
and the wile; then God will make you 
unto this people a fenced brazen wall, 
and though they fight againſt you , they 
ſhall not prevaile; for the Lord will 
bee with you to ſave you. 


The fifth Priaciple. © 


5. Confine not God to axy , nov deny to 


God any way of working ; know this , that 
ua HE. when, where, how, and by 
whom he pleaſerh. Becauſe the firſt Goſpel! 
Miniſtry was with! miracles, can there be 
none now without miracles ? why will yee 
limic the holy one of lſracl ? 

If he bring about his end, thar is, by 


- — « 


the Goſpell ro bring in poore finners to | 


himſelfe, what matters it whether it bo 
done by the Worke of his Hand , or by 
the Word of his Mouth? 


And yer wbo knowes but God who did, | 


will againe appeare is working miracks, 
eſpecially art the calling in of the Zewy, 
as hee did then ar the calling of the Ger 
tiles. Bur whether he will or no, let not us 
limit the holy one of 1ſracl. 


The ſrxth Principle, 
Do not divorce what God batb married, nor 
ſeparate what God hath joyned rogerher, 


The fulfilling of the righteouſneſſe of the | 


Law without us , doth not hinder the full. 
fillizg of ir within us |, nor the fulfil 
liag of the righteoufneſſe of the Law in 
us, deny the falfilling of the Law without 
us, 


Why 


——_— 


Or, love one another. 


Why ſhould ſome C lige the Corinthians ) 
cry up Paul and Apollo, and Cephas, and 
negleR Chriſt ? and others cry up Chriſt, 


and neglet * Paul and Apollo? lurcly Pant, * Yeathatre- 
Apollo , Cephas and Chriſt are wery good je&- 


friends. Chriſt is not included in Paul, nor 


* excluded from Payl ; but is within him and 


without him. 

Some cry up Chriſt in the fleſh, others 
Chriſt in the ſpiric ; but beloved i Chriſt 
divided > ſurely Chriſt in che fleſh , and 
Chriſt in the ſpirir, doe 20t oppoſe one ano- 


ther, why then ſhould any eppoſe them one . 


ro another ? 

Same are altogether for the letter , 
others for the ſpirit and meaning of the 
word; Beloved, why ſhould yee not bee 
for both in one, ſeeing they agree in one? 
Letter and ſpirit, word and meaning, doe not 
diſagree nor croſſe one another. The leflon 
when the Scholar hath learned it by hearc, 
doth not differ from that in the Booke, they 


| are ſtill one and the ſaine leſſon, 


The Word is the meaning expreſt , the 
meaning is the ward explained. Onely let 
me adde, thatthough the word includes rhe 
meaning tully, yer it doth nor fully expreſſe 
the meaning ; as appeares by Chriſts ex 
pofition of the Law, Mat.5, 

Some looke bur little ro the outward 
converſation , as if all Religion conſiſted 
in an inward retirement and contemplation; 
others looke as little to the inward , as if 
all Religion were inthe 041 ward max : bur 
beloved, che inward and outward man make 
but one man ; the inward and outward 


converſation bur oze conformity w the Wal | 


- 


9 


7- Piinciple- 


& 


Pg 
- 


$. Principle. 


The new Command revewed: 
of God. He doth not enjoy much of God with- 
iz, who walks not much with God with- 
out: nor doth be walk much with God witboit, 
who enjoyes not much of God within, 


The ſeventh Principle. 

7 IWhat ever was etther 7ule or priviledge 
under the Law , is ſtill ſo under the Gaſpelt , 
unleſſe we can ſhew its abrogation. What was 
once diſcovered tg bee the will of God, 
e-ntinues to be fo till hee himſelfe doe 
diſanull ir, We ſee indeed that many 
things are revoked, and though rhey were 
once his will, are his will no longer : for 
God doth xot ſpeake the word becauſe the word 
us right , but the word is right becauſe God 
ſpeakes it. 

Ler us not therefore thinke that the 
old Teftament's authority is not proote ſuf- 
ficienr; ſurely as farie as I undcrſtand, his 
will there , if npt abrogated in the New 
Teſtament, abides ſtil] in ics full force, 


The eighth Principle. 

8. Uſe ſwectneſſe ratber then violence , 
words rather then Swords fo convince one 
another ; uſe Yerba rather then werbera ; 
Argumenta Ariſtotelica, rather then Ba- 
cillima;rationall Arguments rather then club. 
Law,to win upon each cher. 

Certainly it 7eaſen and Scripture will not 
prevaile,, zmpriſoument, &c, arc not 
like ro doe ir. 1 am ſure the firſt is moſt 
ſurcable ro man, who cares not to be bound 

ut with the cords of a yan , viz. love; cords 
may bind up bis hands that be cannot burt, 
but" love binds up by beart that bce wiil not 
hurt, A 


_——y 


\. Or, loe one another. 


A Cart may breake yce , but ir doth a. 
bide yce ſtill, but the Sun doth melt ir our 


I beſcech you Belov?d, let us rather pray 


.one for another, then make a prey one of 


another: if Chriſt come and tind us beating 
our fellow ſervants, how, ah how ſhall we 
look him in the face ? Oh that every one that 
reads, would ash bis beart concerning cuery 
Rule , and Principle,bow farre it doth concerne 
bimſelſe, and not put off, as if others, and not 


| himſeclfe were ſpoken 10. 


Conſider what hath been ſaid , and the 


| Lord give you underſtanding in althings, 


— 


= 


Iv. PART. 
I ſhall adde ſome Arguments to provoke 11s t0 
mutual love. 
The firſt provoking Argument, 
I, Is the will and command of the Lord 


eſs Chriſt that we love one ano- 
ther. And ob with what willineneſſe ſhould 
Chriſtians embrace the wil! of Chriſt? Cer- 
tainly if his command be grivoys to us , 
the love of God is not in us, 1 1gb.$.3. 
Alas ! how lictle is love your enemies ob- 
ſerved, when love one another is ſo little re- 
garded ! Sarely you would have been lath 
to have dealt ſo unkindly with a dead friend 
as not to obſerve bj laſt will and Teſta- 
ment ; and will yee deale thus with 
Chrift > ave theſc the effefts of your affecti- 
en? How can you prove what you pro- 
feſſe , that you are bis friends , when he ſaith 


. Tohn 15. 14, yeeare my friends if yee Joe 


whatſoever I command you ? never talke 
of friendſaip unleſſe you obey bim. £4 
| , ea 


Tiy all thingy 
hold falt thac 
which is 
good, 
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Children, ſons 


The vow Command rexewed 3 


Reade over that place (not overly bur 
ſeriouſly ) 1 Toby. 4, 20. if a man ſay 1 
love God , and bate bis Brether, be us « 
lar. Doe yee ſee this Chriſtians > Who 
peakes truth? God or you ? You ſay you 
love God ; Godſaith you lic , for you loye 
not one another, 

Meane yee to woch GOD, when ye call 
upon him and pray thy will be dene ? is 
not this his will that yee love one another 2 


what would you have Gad ſay Amen , and | 


you will not ſay ſo beu * 


The ſecond provoking Argument. 

Secondly, wee have Chriſt for an example ; 
hee lived and loved as well as ſuffered and 
dyed , leaving us an example, This zs al 
wee have to doe in the World, to ſhew forth 
the virtues of Chriſt, and to walke as wt bat 
bims for an example. We write net after our 
- py » unlefſe wee live and love as Chriſt 

IGs 

See that remarkable inference , x Iobn 4. 
11. verſe 10. berein is love, nat that we love 
God , bur that ke loved us, and ſcat his 
Sonne to be the propitiation ter our ſins : v, 
II. he drawes this inference, if God fo lo- 
ved us, what then? muſt we love God again? 
xay that is not all , bur, how ought wee ts 


love one another, God baving given us ſuch | 


an example ? 

Chriſt cold the ewes *, chat If they bad 
made Abrabam their example, they would 
doe as Abrabam did; and ſurely did wee 
propoſe Chyift tor our example , wee ſhould 
walke as Chriſt, It a Painter tell mee hee 
is about to draw the Pilture of a an , and 

x 


EI 


tee een, 


| 
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Or, love one another, 
ir prove to bee like q beaft , I ſhall bardly 


| beleeve thar he had the Idea of a Manas 
| ancxample in his fazcy. 


———— 


— A ets 


_—_— 


Sarely, while the produtts an reſulrs 
of our wxdertakings bee lo brutith and dia- 
bolicall ; how can any man thinke that wee 


have Chriſt as a patterne, unleſſe they 


judge Chriſt by us ro be according to us, 
viz.malicious andenvious as we are ? 

Ab my Brethren , tender the honour of 
Chriſt more ; he hath told the World that 
they may read him in you , and your obe- 
dience ro his commands will pive all the 
world to underſtand that yee are his Dif. 
—_ alas, what will men thiak of Chriſt, 
when they ſee his Oifciples walk in ftrite 
and bitter cenvyings ? | 

You are bis Epiſtle to bee knowne and 
read of all men; andit the coppy con- 
raine ſach bitter rings, will they not think 


' that the o3iginall containes the ſame? 4b 


—— 


Beloved | why doe you bring up an_ewill report 
upon the Lord ſm ? ly _—_ ; 

When the ſtreames are bitter will any 
thinke the fountaine ſweet ? The Acade- 
micks, the Peripatexicks, the Stoicks and 
Epicurians,e all the ſes of the Philoſophers , 
were more carcfull to follow their leaders, 
then Chriſtians are to follow Chriſt, 

Bur as Alexander ſaid to a cowardly ſoul- 
dier of his called Alexaxder , leave off thy 
name or fight better; never call your 
ſelves Chriſtians , and pretend to walke as 
you have Chriſt for an example, unleſſe 
men may read that in you, which was read 
in Chriſt, viz; love. 

The 
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The third provoking Argument. 
3 Argument: Thirdly ,Love is debr. You owe love,*and 
Aur hoc non ſhould owe nothing elſe to one another, 
eſt Evaogeli- c;; tans, will ye not be honeſt men and pay 
ob mus E- 3947 debt * Romans 13. 8,9, 10. when you 
yangelici» Love one another, you tulhll rhe Law, and 
| pay your debt, 

Is it not ſtrange that Chriſtians ſhould 
be ſuch Antmomians ? this is Chriſts Law, 
love one another ; now you are Antinomians 
if yee love not one another; certainly a 


man thart is for love is no Antinomian, for the | 


law is fulfilled inthis one word, viz, Love, 
Look to ir Chriſtians, you will never be out 
of the danger of being arreſted one by ano- 
ther rill you pay your dcbt , and love one 
another, 

The fourth provoking Argument. 

4 Argument, Fourthly, your union and communiox one 
with another , your loving one of anvther, 
will remove the ſcandalls which your divi- 
ſons bring upon the truth of God. There is 
ro ſuch ſtumbling bluck which cauſerh 
the World to wappibe way of God , as the 
diviſion of Saints. 

Ir is bad like (ſaith the 1071) that they 
can teach usthe truth, when they cannot a- 


gree abour ir rthewſclves. Bleſſed God ! . 


what a reproach is thiz? Oh chat this 


ſhould bee publiſhed in As4aloz and ſpoken 


in Gath | 

Chriſtians, would it got wake you bluſb, 
if you ſhould heare poore ſoules ( as I 
bave beard ( the Lord knowes ) with a ſony 
beayt) come and tell you, that there is no- 
thing keepes them ſo much in doubr, we- 
thing fills them fo full of feares, as the divi- 
fox of Saints, Alas 


* nn 


A 


| 


' way, anether that. *Tis ſpoken tothe ever- 


' 


Or, love one another. 


Alas ſaith a poore ſoule, my ſoule is in a 
ſtraic betwetne two, and what to doe L 
know not ; one tells me this is Sy{a, a- 
nother tells mee thats Charybdzs ; one tells 
mee that in that way there is a Lyon, ano- 
ther rells mee that if I leane on that wall 
a Serpent will bite me , and this ſaith the 
poore ioule,even rends my heart to peeces. 

Ab Chriſtians, let the Gghing of theſe 
poore Babes and Infants ſoules ,, prevaile 
with yee; yea, let them who as yer are 
unborne ( b:ing wot new_boyze-) ſee your 
ſwcer and loving converſation, that they 
may be won by it, 


The fifth provohing Argument. 

Fifthly , Your living im love will midwife 
iats the World, that long lookt, and longed for 
man-child of Riformation, with which wee 
travell in birth cothis very day, 

Alas ! we are like Tacob and Eſau, ſtrug- 
ling in the wombs for priority and Elder« 
ſhip, and ſo proveour ſelves fooliſh chil- 
dicn by ſtanding m the way of breaking 
forth. Every body cryes ou , mbere zs the 
Reformation ? you promiſed us a Retorma- 
tion ; ah, will ye nor lay it to heart ? un- 
doubredly-bad you not fallea out about the 


"| way, you had come to your juurnics end 


leng lince, | 
Nothing retards and hinders publick motion, 
ſo much as diviſion, when one goes this 


laſting praiſc ot Iſraell, 1udg.28.1. they were 
gathered rogerber as one man, and ver.s. 
all the-people arolc as ove. man. So Bra 
3.1, the people gathered rogether as one 

manl, 
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»ax, Nebem.8.1. and all the people gathe- 
red togerher «s one man. 

Had they becne divided , how had the 
work gone on ? Chriſtians, ſhall Iſrael i 
tbe fiſh be as one .man , and ſhall n& 
Ifracl in the ſpirit > were they ſb zealous 
for the Type, and ſhall not wee for the An: 
fitype 2 yea for the ſhadow, and ſhall nor we 


for the body? as you love publith ſettlement - 


and ſafety, love one another. 
The ſixth provoking Argument, 


&: Argument, &. Union and {de will preſerve you , but 


diviſion and envy will be your ruine. Gala.s, 
x5. bur if ye bite and devour one another, 
take heede ye bee not conſumed one of ano- 
ther, 

What ! are Chriflians become like Milſtones, 
which having no eyiſc to erinde, ſet themſelvtt 
#1 firezthat che World ſhould hare you, and 
ſeck your ruine i 128 wonder; bur that yout 
ſelves ſhould hatc on another, tis monſtrow, 
Was ir ever known that any hated his own 
fleſh > you are fleſh of fleſh and bone 


bone, yea of one ſpirit with 1eſws Chriſt, Oh | 


if you were burſcnfible, how {enhible Teſus 


<hciſt is hereof ! Think yee that it paige 


him nor rs have his members thus disjoyns 
ted ? ſurely he crys out, I am wounded, yea 
my fricnds wound me, 

what ! Brethren ſheath their Swords in 
eack others bowels ! Will ye bring har ru- 
inc upon your ſelves which the Devil al 
his agents have attempred, but in vain? Will 
ye pull out one anothers cyes to make the 
Philiſtins ſpore ? 

Ah take beede, leſt whilft you fall opt + 
mong your ſelves, a common cnemy fall is 


upol. 


Rm 


——_— © 


Surely the Word bug themſelves in theſc hopes ; and 


' . Or, loveone another. is is 


gpon,you and end the controverſy, by both your ends; 


che Saints ſhrugge for theſe feares. 

When Agamemnon and Achilles were fallen our, He. 
mer brings in Neſtor perſwading them co reconciliation 
' from theſe two arguments, 

Miy« T0 Axdids yaiar ingiyer, 

| Inu 1Mfony Flpiauec Nprauws tire wide. 
Alas? great ſadneſſe will the Greekes poſſeſſt ; 
Priatas aud Trojans joy will be nolefſe. 


| 


J 


s. 


The World wiſheth of you (as Tacitus of the Ger- 
mans) if chis people cannot love us, that they would 
- one another, And wo ye giverhem wn gray F 

e> muſt it againe be ſaid, thy perdition s of thy ſe 
Oh Iſrael. of Eneland ! "1 per 9s 


'Tis ſaid of the ſtone Scyrys, rhat while ir whole, \ \ 


ſwims on the water , bur being broken , it ſinkes 2 
Chriſtians, there is yer hope , that being whole and 
ited in love, we may ſwim above all the waters thar 
tow in upon us like mighty fleuds; but if we break and 
divide, we are like to finke, every Womans child of us, 
Maxy other Arguments may be uſed,but I hope a few words 
! * will b: enoughto the wyſt : only theſe three to conclude 
F7 with. © | : 

Firſt, The Beaſts of the field are nor onely ar peace 
with us, bur at peace among themſelves : they eſpecial» 


| | ly who are of the ſame kinde agree together, Kevis 1t- 


| ter ſe convenit urſis, the wild and ſavage Beares agree 
among themſelves, 

What 7 ſhall the Lyon bye downe with the Lambe, 
and the Leopard with the Kid rs teach Saints the way? 
the Oxe and the Aſſc have more knowledge chen my 
_ ſaid God of Iſrae!; and may we nor ſay of rhe 
lephanrs and Stags,they have more (ove then Chriſti- 


Chriſtians 
Secondly, wicked men, Brethren in iniquity agree t0- 
b getbery 


ans? they will helpand ſupport one anether, bur , 


c 
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gether, Luk,23.12.400k to it Chriſtians, That ver; ſany+ | 
[day Pilate azd Herod were made friends together, whp + 
before were ar enmity among themlclves, Can yee reage 
thi and not bluſh ? HE 
That very day that Chriſt was to be abaſed, enemies hte 
came friends; and at thu day,when Chrift is to be advanced, 
friends become enemies.Chriſtians where are your hearty 
Thirdly, The Devills agree among tberſelves,and ail 
may ſay, love one another chogh it be bur a devilifh lows 
Mar, .3. from v.22.to 27. marh ic I beſcech you, They 
will nat caſt out one another, | We - 
Do the Devills fove their Kingdome /o well.that ay 
will not divide it? and do ye love ours [oull , as to; 


i: 


.vidc it and breake it? will it nor be bitterneſſe in the lat Þ 
ter end? Mat.12 45. they go and call onc another, as | 
rake pulleſſion and dwell there;hbat! can Devils awell 
together, and cannot Chriſtians? Oh | with whar bleeding 

hearts ſhould we thiak of this,that the children of Hl 

- ſhould be wiſer in their Geacrations then the childr®# 


of Heaven, | ..* 
I thall conclude with that Scripture,P4i.2. If tha 
fore there be any conſolavi0n in Chriſt, if any comfort of lout 
if any ſellawſhip of the [pirit , if any bowels and mercith 
fulfil ye my jey that ye be like mindeadgbaving the ſame louty 
: being of one accord,of one mind. Let aothing be done througs 
- ſtrife or waine; g/ory, but in lowlines of mind, let each 
- ſtceme other better then himſelſr; laoke not cucry matt] 
© bis owne things, bat every man. aljo on the things of, 
thers: let this mind be in you, which was alſo incl 
. Teſws.' |: ; ; «4 
Cbriſlians, | would I was able toexpreſſe wy ſelfe with n we 
. fe&ion, in beſceching you tolove one. another; 12b/fergh } 
_ with beſ. cebimgs I beſtech yeu love one another, Could I but partial 
before you the pantrgr ot my heart, and ſet [igbes betarem 
fighr,and driw a draught of the grognes which theie conſidera 
draw from my heart, But----All L will or can ſay is (ove, fove _ 
The love of God and the God of love eonltraine you tole col 
_ anvther: that jc may at left be ſatd of Chiiſtians as ir was at fi 
behold how they love on vouts [. , 69 
| NI%S 


